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My background: 

I studied Maths, Further Maths, Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics at A Level because I knew that I wanted 

to have a career in science but I didn’t know what I 

wanted to specialise in. I chose Loughborough 

because of the good reputation of the department, 

the opportunities available for industrial experience 

and my love of sport.  

My current employer: 

I’m now employed by Esso Petroleum Company, 

Limited (an ExxonMobil subsidiary) and work for 

an affiliate company at Fawley Refinery where we 

produce the fuel required for 1 in 6 cars in the UK. 

I am based in the projects department within the 

engineering and research business as a design 

engineer.  

How I achieved this: 

I worked for GlaxoSmithKline for a year on a 

manufacturing site which produces a range of active 

ingredients for various medications. This experience 

gave me the opportunity to apply what I had learnt 

in a lecture theatre into real life and really helped to 

improve my understanding of chemical engineering. 

I learnt a lot regarding operating the plant and 

gained invaluable knowledge that can’t be taught in 

the classroom! 

My background: 

At sixth form, I studied Psychology, French, Product 

Design and ICT. Psychology was my favourite A Level 

and the career prospects are very varied, which is 

why I chose to pursue it to degree level. During my 

time at Loughborough, I took part in lots of Rag 

events, including climbing to Everest base camp and 

dogsledding around the Arctic. I also learned to 

scuba dive with LSUSAC (the sub-aqua club).   

My current employer: 

I am working as a Social Researcher for the Office of 

National Statistics. My current role is involved with 

the future design of the census.  

How I achieved this: 

Throughout my degree, most of my favourite 

modules were those that focussed on research and 

analysis and I really enjoyed having the opportunity 

to design, conduct and analyse my own research 

during my final year project. I also completed 

a clinical placement year in a mental health 

organisation and particularly enjoyed getting involved 

in research. It was this experience that helped me 

secure my role in The Civil Service. I knew it would 

be an excellent opportunity as it has a very clear 

career path for social researchers and offers lots of 

opportunities to develop in different areas. 


